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The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders:  Opportunities for Growth and Collaboration









Marking the beginning of a new phase of economic collaboration, initiatives are being implemented to facilitate and intensify trade between Algeria and Libya. This includes the full reopening of the "Deb Deb/Ghadames" border crossing and the promotion of enhanced economic cooperation between the two nations[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1. Authorities from both countries are determined to increase the volume of their commercial exchanges to $3 billion annually[bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2. In other words, they seek to develop closer economic ties to boost bilateral trade. With strengthened security measures and streamlined administrative processes, businesses are preparing to capitalize on this opportunity, paving the way for significant growth and increased cooperation between Libya and Algeria. As part of this transformative initiative, the Algerian and Libyan governments, in collaboration with strategic partners, have meticulously finalized all technical, legal, and regulatory procedures. The commerce sector is committed to addressing all challenges faced by economic operators from both countries regarding exports to Libya, while providing support to businesses to increase the rate of commercial exchanges between the two nations.
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1 Chokri Hafed, article from LA SENTINELLE – Quotidien national d’information ; january 31th,2023 Consulted on 18/01/2024
Link

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2 Article from Transaction D’ALGERIE – Premier quotidien national d’information ; 10th June , 2021 Consulted on 18/01/2024
Link










The Economic Potential of Algeria-Libya Border Reopening for Various Sectors




The reopening of the Algeria-Libya borders presents an exciting opportunity for both countries to benefit economically in various sectors. Algeria’s diverse exports, ranging from agro-products to construction materials and pharmaceuticals, demonstrate the potential for growth and collaboration between the two nations.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
One of the sectors that stands to benefit significantly from the reopening of the borders is the energy sector. Sonatrach, the Algerian national oil company, has expressed keen interest in resuming operations in Libya, specifically in the Ghadames basin. This partnership between Sonatrach and the Libyan company NOC will not only strengthen bilateral cooperation in the energy sector but also contribute to the overall economic development of both countries.[bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1 Article from the ALGERIE PRESSE SERVICE ‘’ APS’’ , Wednesday, September 7, 2022 *Consulted on 13/01/2024

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2 Article du site d’APS : Mardi, 07 Novembre 2023 * Consulted on 13/01/2024



In addition to the energy sector, the construction and manufacturing sectors are also expected to see positive growth as a result of the border reopening. Algerian companies have been successfully exporting construction materials and ceramic tiles to Libya, demonstrating the potential for collaboration and economic growth in these sectors. The private enterprise in the commune of El-Khroub, in the wilaya of Constantine, notably exported a significant quantity of construction materials to Libya, further solidifying the potential for growth and economic cooperation in this sector.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
Furthermore, the pharmaceutical sector is another area that is set to benefit from the reopening of the borders. Novo Nordisk Algeria successfully exported a significant quantity of anti-diabetic tablets to Libya, marking a substantial step in the expansion of pharmaceutical exports between the two countries. With the capacity to serve both the national and international markets, this export highlights the potential for growth and collaboration in the pharmaceutical sector. [bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2
These successful stories of Algerian companies exporting to Libya underscore the potential for growth and economic cooperation between the two countries in various sectors. As the borders continue to open, it is likely that the volume and variety of exports will continue to expand, benefiting both Algeria and Libya economically. The resumption of trade activities between the two nations presents a valuable opportunity for economic growth and collaboration across multiple sectors, and it is essential for both countries to leverage this opportunity for mutual benefit.
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1 Article du site d’APS : Dimanche, 11 Décembre 2022 * Consulted on 13/01/2024

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2 Article from El Moudjahid - Health Section HEALTH of November 14, 2023 * Consulted on 13/01/2024 / 
Link 










"Facilitating Economic Growth: The Importance of Bilateral Agreements Between Algeria and Libya»











Algeria and Libya have a history of economic cooperation and collaboration, bolstered by a number of bilateral agreements and trade documents aimed at facilitating investment and exportation between the two countries. One such important agreement is the Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) signed in 2001, which provides a legal framework for investors from both countries, ensuring fair and equitable treatment, protection against expropriation, and the free transfer of funds. This treaty also includes provisions for resolving investment disputes through arbitration, providing a secure environment for investment.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
The Arab Union Investment Agreement, designed to facilitate exports and trade between Algeria and Libya, includes provisions aimed at promoting economic cooperation. This agreement seeks to reduce or eliminate tariffs and trade barriers, streamline customs procedures and regulations, and promote investment and joint ventures between Algerian and Libyan companies. Additionally, the agreement aims to enhance cooperation in the areas of transportation and infrastructure development, further facilitating trade between the two countries. [bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2
Another significant trade document is the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement signed on 23 May 1988 between Algeria and Libya.[bookmark: sdfootnote3anc]3. This agreement seeks to eliminate the double taxation of income that may arise from cross-border economic activities, providing for the exchange of tax information and mutual assistance in the collection of taxes. 
In addition to these bilateral agreements, Algeria, Libya and other Arab countries have ratified multinational conventions such as Convention on Facilitation of Intra-Arab Trade, aiming to simplify and promote trade exchanges among Arab nations.[bookmark: sdfootnote4anc]4
These agreements and trade documents are crucial for exporters and investors looking to engage in business between Algeria and Libya. By providing a legal framework for investment, promoting economic cooperation, and minimizing tax complications, these agreements create a conducive environment for business operations. For exporters, the reduction or elimination of tariffs and trade barriers, as well as streamlined customs procedures, make it easier to engage in trade between the two countries. Overall, these agreements aim to foster a strong and mutually beneficial economic relationship between Algeria and Libya, providing opportunities for growth and prosperity for both parties.
In conclusion, the bilateral agreements and trade documents between Algeria and Libya play a pivotal role in fostering economic cooperation and collaboration. Businesses, particularly exporters and investors, stand to benefit significantly from these agreements, which provide a legal framework, reduce trade barriers, and minimize tax complications. This not only facilitates trade and investment but also creates opportunities for mutual growth and prosperity.
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Algeria - Libya BIT (2001) Convention on the promotion and protection of investments between the Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria and the Great Socialist Libyan Arab People's Jamahiriya / Link * ; Consulted on 13/01/2024 : https://edit.wti.org/document/show/50323e74-591f-43e3-9e56-0471dbc978b9 ; Presidential Decree 03-210 of 5th May, 2003.

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2 Algiers. (2024). arab maghreb. 14/01/2024 * Consulted on 13/01/2024, at www.magherebarabe.org

[bookmark: sdfootnote3sym]3 Official Journal of Algeria -Presidential Decree No. 89-73 of May 23, 1989, ratifying the economic cooperation agreement between the People's Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria and the Popular and Socialist Arab Jamahiriya of Libya, signed in Algiers on June 28, 1988 

[bookmark: sdfootnote4sym]4 Convention on the Facilitation and Development of Trade Exchanges Among Arab States.
Presidential Decree No. 04-223. Date of signature: 27/02/1981, in Tunis. Date of application : 01/01/2009.










                

            
                    
                
                    

EMPOWERING BUSINESS: DISCOVERING
GROWTH AVENUES IN ALGERIA'S 2024 FINANCE LANDSCAPE









The 2024 Finance Law is poised to drive significant economic growth and provide promising investment opportunities for multinational companies in Algeria according to experts. With a projected economic growth of 4.2%, the law prioritizes spending on social and public infrastructure, as well as fiscal measures aimed at boosting investment across various sectors. Notably, industrial growth is expected to reach 7.2%, further solidifying Algeria's position as an attractive investment destination.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
Looking ahead, the economic growth is forecasted to continue its upward trajectory, with projections of +3.9% in 2025 and +4% in 2026. The fiscal reference price for a barrel of crude oil is set at $60 (USD) from 2024 to 2026, aligning with the market price of $70 USD over the same period as outlined in the medium-term macroeconomic framework.[bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2
Allocations within the budget prioritize public sector salary increases, social transfers, and public investments, particularly in infrastructure development. This demonstrates the country's commitment to fostering sustainable growth and creating an environment conducive to business expansion and investment.
In terms of trade, the 2024 Algerian budget anticipates an increase in export revenues to $49.8 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of $6.3 billion. Import levels are expected to reach $43.5 billion, with budgetary spending projected to be $15,275.3 billion DA in 2024. These figures indicate a positive outlook for multinational companies considering investment opportunities in Algeria.[bookmark: sdfootnote3anc]3
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1 Presentation Report on the 2024 Budget Law Project and Perspective for 2025 and 2026 P17.

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2 Hanane Legherissi « APN : Adoption du projet de loi de finances 2024 » Journal EL WATAN 5/12/2024 à 19:41.

[bookmark: sdfootnote3sym]3 Presentation Report on the 2024 Budget Law Project and Perspective for 2025 and 2026 P20.










I-The main Corporate Tax Measures of the Algerian Finance Law 2024




Corporate taxation is a key factor in influencing investment decisions and economic growth. In recent years, many countries have implemented various tax incentives and exemptions to attract and retain businesses, and Algeria is no exception.
The Algerian government has made several changes to its tax laws to promote investment in the country. One of the significant changes is the removal of the tax on professional activity (TAP) for most activities, with the exception of hydrocarbon transport activities. This move aims to reduce the financial burden on businesses and encourage them to expand and invest in the economy.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
Additionally, tax exemptions on individual income tax (IRG) and corporate income tax (IBS) have been implemented for bank deposits and proceeds from the sale of Treasury bonds listed on the stock exchange. These exemptions provide financial relief to investors and stimulate savings and investment in the financial market.[bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2
Furthermore, the introduction of a new article 183 ter imposes obligations for clients of the State for companies conducting wholesale sales operations. This measure aims to ensure compliance and transparency in business transactions, ultimately fostering a more favorable investment environment.[bookmark: sdfootnote3anc]3
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1 Art 14 of the 2024 Finance Law.

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2 Art 68 of the 2024 Finance Law.

[bookmark: sdfootnote3sym]3Art 12 the 2024 Finance Law - 183 ter Code des impôts directs et taxes assimilées (Code of Direct Taxes and Similar Taxes).



Moreover, a temporary exemption from individual income tax (IRG) and corporate income tax has been granted for activities conducted by eligible investment promoters under employment aid schemes. This exemption serves as an incentive for businesses to participate in employment programs and create job opportunities, contributing to overall economic development.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1 
In addition, there are exemptions from customs duties, value-added tax (VAT), and bank domiciliation tax for various operations. These measures further reduce the cost of doing business and provide a more conducive environment for investment.[bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2
It is important to note that, except for a few niche sectors, no new taxes have been introduced for business operators. This demonstrates the government's commitment to creating a tax-friendly environment to attract and retain investment.
In conclusion, the changes in corporate taxation in Algeria are designed to promote investment and economic growth. The removal of certain taxes, exemptions, and obligations for businesses reflect the government's effort to create a more attractive and competitive investment landscape. These measures, coupled with the absence of new taxes for most business activities, contribute to a favorable environment for investment and economic development.
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Art 5 of the 2024 Finance Law.

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2Art 89 of the 2024 Finance Law.










II-The Impact of Algeria's 2024 Finance Law on Key Sectors




The Finance Law for 2024 in Algeria has introduced several key measures and allocations for various sectors in the country. Each sector is set to benefit from specific provisions aimed at boosting growth, addressing challenges, and promoting development.



Construction and Public Works Sector
The Finance Law has allocated a significant budget for infrastructure and in particular 4 billion USD to unlock struggling construction projects, with 51% of new public programs dedicated to construction. This includes the construction of 460,000 social housing units, making housing, public works, water, rail, and desalination the top priorities. Additionally, there is treasury support for interest payments to improve the interest rate for the construction of 50,000 AADL housing units in 2024.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Art 98 of the 2024 Finance Law.











Energy and Mining Sector
The hydrocarbon sector is expected to grow by nearly 1% in 2024, primarily driven by the export of natural gas, LNG, and LPG. To support the sector, the Finance Law has introduced the New Local Solidarity Tax applicable to mining activities and the transport of hydrocarbons.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
There is also a focus on the valorization of Algerian mineral resources, expansion of Green Hydrogen production, and a 1000MW solar energy project.[bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Art 15 of the 2024 Finance Law – 231BIS Code des impôts directs et taxes assimilées.

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2Presentation Report on the 2024 Budget Law Project and Perspective for 2025 and 2026 P7.











Agro-food Sector
The Law has introduced temporary VAT exemptions for fruits, vegetables, eggs, chicken, turkey, and flour, cereals, semolina, and bread. There is also a 2% solidarity contribution on imported goods consumed in Algeria and an extension of tax advantages for the import of soybean oil until 2025, with the obligation to start the production process locally.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1 
Temporary exemptions are in place until December 31, 2024, for fruits, vegetables, eggs, broiler chicken, turkey (production and wholesale/retail), as well as products intended for human consumption (dried vegetables and rice).[bookmark: sdfootnote2anc]2 
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Art 87 of the 2024 Finance Law.

[bookmark: sdfootnote2sym]2Art 65 of the 2024 Finance Law.











Banking Sector:
Key measures for the banking sector include the opening of Algerian banks in Europe and Africa and the exclusion of late payment penalties and non-Islamic finance products from the tax base of the corporate income tax for entities compliant with Islamic finance.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1 
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Art 9 of the 2024 Finance Law - 147 ter du code des impôts directs et taxes assimilées.











Waste Management and Environmental Protection:
A reduced VAT rate of 9% will be applied to recyclable waste to promote recycling activities and environmental protection efforts.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Art 35 of the 2024 Finance Law article 23 du code des taxes sur le chiffre d’affaires.











ICT Development and Energy Efficiency:
The Law introduces VAT franchise for job-creating investments and extends the VAT exemption for internet services until December 31, 2026. It also provides tax exemptions for locally produced energy-efficient products destined for export, with the aim of encouraging ICT development and promoting energy efficiency in the country.[bookmark: sdfootnote1anc]1 
[bookmark: sdfootnote1sym]1Art 73 of the 2024 Finance Law.
















Overall, the 2024 Finance Law presents a compelling case for companies seeking to expand their operations in Algeria. With its ambitious economic targets, fiscal measures to support growth, and favorable trade projections, Algeria is primed to offer lucrative opportunities for large and multinational companies looking to establish or expand their presence in the country.









                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders









----- Our firm's expert investment lawyers help our clients manage all the risks and maximize every opportunity associated with the changing regulations of international trade in goods and services. 
We will assist you in drafting, reviewing and negotiating all your international business transactions in Algeria and Libya.
----- Some forms of transactions handled by our lawyers: 
	International commercial contracts: creation, drafting, negotiation, review and management;
	Contracts for the sale of goods and provision of services;
	Distribution contracts;
	Commercial representative agreement;
	International licensing;
	Letters of credit and other accepted methods of payment;
	Settlement of international commercial disputes;
	Establishment of subsidiaries and branches of foreign companies;
	Enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards;
	Representation of foreign debtors, creditors, receivers and representatives;
	Joint-ventures.









                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders


Compliance can be an extremely complex issue given the rapidity with which rules and regulations change. 









With years of experience in due diligence, regulatory and criminal investigations, Fares Group's lawyers will help you develop a compliance program that is in line with the Algerian and Libyan regulations, as well as an audit for your company's management processes. 
The lack of regulatory compliance weakens the company in its daily management and its strategy, and makes it subject to adjustments by the competent authorities, or to claims from third parties or co-contractors.
In addition to the financial and economic consequences and the impact on the company's reputation, the lack of compliance can hinder business operations and cause loss of market share..









The legal services we provide in regulatory compliance and due diligence




	Supporting companies in mapping the major risks of the consolidated business across the enterprise;

	Providing on-going legal auditing and developing a customized training program for your staff;

	Designing and implementing an effective and appropriate compliance program:

	Ethics Charter,

	Code of Conduct,

	Due diligence process for third parties,

	Professional whistleblowing system,

	Internal investigation procedure,

	Patronage and sponsorship process,

	Conflict of interest procedure,

	Conducting an audit of your company's management processes (human resources, contract management, intellectual property, etc.) based on a risk management approach;

	Designing and implementing a sales consultant selection and management procedure.










                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders


Fares Group Law Firm's knowledge of the legal, political and business context in which immigration issues arise helps our clients operate successfully. 









Whether it is a hiring, firing or regularization situation for foreign workers in Algeria or Libya, our labor and immigration lawyers will support you.
The lawyers of our firm offer services for situations involving
	The employment contract; 

	Specific forms, 

	Regularization of an employee who does not have a valid residence permit or without one;

	Accompanying foreign entrepreneurs in international mobility during the preparation, consequences, and end of the transfer:

	Transfer of an employee from a foreign company to an Algerian company;

	Transfer of an employee from a foreign company to an Algerian company;

	Disputes related to the employment of local and foreign employees.


For local and foreign workers in Algeria, we accompany, advise and defend them in obtaining their benefits and accessing the regularization of their situation.








                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders


Intellectual and industrial property is extremely valuable to all kinds of businesses, regardless of the field or size of the company.









At Fares Group Law Firm, we provide general legal advice regarding intellectual and industrial property rights.
Our lawyers at Fares Group Law Fim will assist you at every step of protecting your intellectual property, trademarks and inventions in Algeria and Libya, and in taking action against infringement/counterfeiting.









Our lawyers specialized in industrial property provide




	Follow-up of the application and examination procedures of patents, trademarks, and designs, until the handing over to the authorities.

	Preparation and execution.

	Operating contract.

	Contracts of co-ownership.

	Coexistence contract.

	Contracts of transfer of business and registration.

	These registrations are essential to make the resulting provisions enforceable against third parties.


- Carrying out interventions against infringers such as: infringement actions and customs seizures in order to stop infringements of the rights of the owners.
If an amicable settlement of disputes through negotiation is preferred, legal proceedings may be initiated by our lawyers in agreement with the licensees.
Based on our ethical values, our lawyers observe the rules of professional secrecy and refrain from apparent conflicts of interest.









For this area of law we provide the following legal service


In the field of Trademarks and Designs




	Research and analysis of prior rights (availability), and national and international registration.

	Follow-up of opposition and cancellation procedures.

	Patent and industrial property contract litigation.

	Application and follow-up of Customs procedures.


* In addition to registration issues, we advise our partners to enhance the value of their intellectual property assets by:
	Negotiating licensing agreements; 
	Negotiating the research and development and transfer of their rights;
	Acquiring industrial property portfolios;
	Pledging of trademarks.

* Regarding industrial property litigation, the services we offer are the following
	Pre-litigation management.

	Warnings and summonses.

	Seizure and identification requests.

	Follow-up of seizure procedures in infringement cases.

	Patent, trademark and design infringement actions and related legal proceedings.

	Actions for revocation or invalidation before intellectual property offices.

	Actions for declarations of non-infringement.

	Disputes relating to patent assignments or licenses.

	Assessment of damages.

	Invalidity or ownership claim actions.

	Negotiations and settlement agreements.










                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders









	Corporate law covers all the rules applicable to the constitution, existence and dissolution of companies. In order to carry out a commercial, industrial or craft activity, it is necessary to establish an undertaking. Therefore, companies must have a legal partner who not only understands the law, but also its practical implications for their business in order to thrive in today's complex and ever-changing economic and regulatory environment, that’s where our business lawyers come in.


We provide corporate law services to a wide range of clients, from small start-ups to multinational groups, both regionally and internationally.
	We draw on the assistance of experienced business professionals from around the world to provide a coordinated approach to handling complex multi-jurisdictional requirements smoothly and efficiently, making us well positioned to advise clients on the proper administration of their corporate records to ensure compliance with local regulatory requirements.


We have extensive experience in corporate law, as our firm assists, advises and represents clients in the following areas:
		Practical, financial and legal advantages of companies.

	Creation of companies.

	Managing internal relationships with partners and managers.

	Managing external relations with the various economic partners.

	During the business life of the company and its extinction.

	Mergers and acquisitions.

	Bankruptcy.














At Fares Group, the success of our partners is our top priority. We aim to assist and support large global corporations, emerging start-ups and international organizations in their growth and development, while avoiding unnecessary and protracted legal proceedings.








                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders









	In Algeria or Libya, regardless of where the debtor resides or where the debtor company operates, the lawyers of Fares Group are experts in the recovery of your debts and therefore apply all legal channels to recover what is owed to you through amicable settlement or judicial collection.

	The lawyers of Fares Group Law Firm, competent in investment law in Algeria and Libya, have been operating for more than 10 years by combining the capabilities of debt collection agencies with the expertise of the best law firms.


We build long term partnerships with our clients, becoming an essential part of their team, therefore, we aim to collect their debts quickly and efficiently and settle their cases promptly and without the need for any legal action.









Amicable settlement




Within the framework of an amicable settlement of the issue:
	We ensure the legitimacy of the procedure, against a debtor of bad faith or who does not respect his commitments despite several reminders.

	We make the debtor clearly understand the consequences of his actions and the legal costs he could be ordered to pay.

	We inform the creditor of his rights in a transparent manner while respecting his legal obligations related to confidentiality and professional secrecy.

	We send an immediate notice of default with acknowledgement of receipt, which allows for the right to request for legal or contractual interests.











Legal recovery




If an amicable settlement fails, we initiate legal proceedings and advise you on the most appropriate action:
Our lawyers initiate proceedings before the competent court in order to obtain the conviction of the bad faith debtor.
The legal procedures for debt collection can be:
	Order for payment

	Summons for a substantive examination of the case, or :

	Interim payment order










                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders


Fares Group has a dedicated team of lawyers specialized in foreign exchange (Forex) litigation, who help clients in Algeria and Libya recover their money lost in investment scams. 









Our specialists assist you in capital increase, share transfer, dividends and price and capital gains.









Capital transfer




	The Algerian foreign exchange regulations impose strict limits on the movement of funds between Algeria and foreign countries in order to maintain a balance of payments. 


One of the basic principles of the Algerian exchange regulations is the non-convertibility of the national currency (Dinar). Thus, foreign exchange regulations were put in place to limit capital flows from Algeria to foreign countries.
	In this context, Fares Group Law Firm is pleased to advise you on the cases of foreign assets held by Algerian residents.


"An Algerian resident in Algeria and wishing to have assets based on his activity in Algeria
In the case of an Algerian resident exercising a business activity in Algeria and wishing to transfer part of his income abroad in order to acquire goods or to transfer them to a foreign currency account held abroad, Article 126 of Ordinance 03-11 of 26 August 2003 on money and credit, as amended and supplemented, strictly prohibits residents from creating any asset, whether real estate, movable, fiduciary or banking on the basis of financing from Algeria unless authorized by the Bank of Algeria. This authorization is granted only very rarely and only in the case of investments abroad.
In this regard, in order to clarify the regulatory provisions relating to the holding of assets abroad by residents, the Central Bank of Algeria published on February 3, 2007 a rule of limitation applicable to current cross-border transactions and foreign currency accounts, which is Regulation 07-01 of February 3, 2007.









Transfer of dividends




Only companies engaged in the production of goods and services are eligible for dividend transfers. The payment of dividends is regulated by and may in some cases require the prior approval of the Bank of Algeria. 
If the activity is mixed, only the share of production in the overall activity is eligible for dividend payment. This case is subject to the approval of the Bank of Algeria. 
Our multi-sectorial lawyers take charge of the file and accompany you throughout the process, from the conception of the business plan to the transfer.









Transfer of shares and the pre-emptive rights




	The transfer of shares is possible and Fares Group Law Firm will provide you with the necessary support to realize it. However, when it is purchased to be resold in the same condition of activity, it must first be submitted to the discretionary examination of the Bank of Algeria.


It should be noted that the State can exercise a right of pre-emption on all transfers of shares in the capital of a company.
	Transfer pricing:


		We design transfer pricing policies and operations for structuring flows within groups, adapted to the situation of each company, both for current operations and for exceptional operations;

	We carry out economic analyses to allow the rational compensation of flows (search for comparable, analysis of profit distribution) or the intra-group transfer of assets (valuation);

	We constitute a documentary to allow the justification of the policy according to the Algerian rules as well as works of conformity;

	We manage the relationship with the administration in the context of tax audits or international procedures (mutual agreement procedures or prior agreements on transfer pricing).













Protect your trademark




What is the procedure to protect a trademark in Algeria?

Create an account on the website of Institut National Algérien de la Propriété Industrielle (INAPI) (the Algerian National Institute of Industrial Property);
Choose your place of deposit, where you will have to send the duly completed application forms. 
Pay the deposit fees by check directly to INAPI. If you are not located in Algeria, you must be represented by an agent, such as a lawyer.
If your application is deemed admissible, you will receive a copy of your registration application as well as a receipt of payment. This will enable you to assert your rights in the event of a dispute. Indeed, the registration of your trademark allows you to benefit from a monopoly on the exploitation of your trademark. If someone else uses or copies your trademark without your authorization, you can take legal action.
Be careful! It is important to register your trademark in the Latin alphabet and in Arabic. If you file only one or the other version, it will be protected and someone else can register the translation of your sign.
It is also possible to protect your trademark in Algeria through the simplified procedure of the PMOI. This solution is to be preferred if you wish to benefit from a monopoly of exploitation in several countries.











How to know your sign complies with trademark rights?




How do you know if your sign complies with trademark rights?

Your submitted file will be reviewed by INAPI. Therefore prior to sending, you must ensure that your brand is in line with trademark law.
First of all, your trademark must be distinctive. This means that it is not allowed to register a sign that is a mere description of the goods or services to be marketed. Nor can you register a translation of a generic or commonly used word. You must find an arbitrary sign.
Then, your trademark must be legal. It is therefore important that your sign complies with the Algerian laws in force in Algeria, as well as with the Algerian public policy in general.
Finally, it is important to verify that your sign is available. If your sign is already in use or if it is likely to be confused with another sign already in use, the owner of the earlier trademark may oppose your trademark application.
It is necessary to have a solid knowledge of trademark law to be sure to have the right to protect your trademark in Algeria. A lawyer will take care of all the verifications for you. You avoid that your application for protection is refused or that your filing is subject to an opposition.a




What is the cost of protecting your trademark in Algeria?

If you choose to register your trademark with INAPI, the price varies between 1400 (10 €) and 1500 DZD (11 €) depending on whether you are registering a black and white or color image. You will have to pay 2000 DZD (15 €) for each additional class. You must refer to the Nice Classification to identify your filing classes.
After 10 years, your trademark must be renewed upon payment of new filing fees.
You must also take into consideration the additional costs related to the filing. It is strongly recommended that you have a professional trademark search performed before applying for registration. 
Generally speaking, a lawyer can help you with all the steps involved. Our attorneys can assist you, in particular, in the choice of the most relevant filing classes according to your needs. This will ensure that your trademark is optimally protected.










                

            
                    
                
                    
The Economic Potential of Reopening Algeria-Libya Borders


Companies and business owners often face legal disputes. There is a wide range of legal issues that can arise between other businesses, regulatory entities, groups or individuals. Depending on the specifics of the dispute, legal intervention may be required.









Our litigators will guide you in resolving your specific commercial disputes in the Algerian and Libyan markets through amicable settlement before proceeding to court.
With 15 years of experience, we have been recognized as one of the leading litigation, arbitration and dispute resolution firms in Algeria and Libya.
Our team at Fares Group Law Firm has developed specific expertise in resolving complex and varied commercial disputes specific to the Algerian and Libyan markets, in domestic and cross-border mandates, international arbitrations and investigations as well as enforcement actions for clients from all major business sectors, energy, infrastructure, mining and raw materials, transportation, agriculture and agribusiness, and pharmaceuticals and healthcare.
Our lawyers can both prevent and resolve disputes by providing clients with practical and innovative legal advice based on their strategic and business objectives. Our experience encompasses the full range of dispute resolution mechanisms, from negotiation, mediation, conciliation and dispute resolution to dynamic strategies at tribunals, multi-party prosecutions and collective proceedings. 









For this, we intervene in




	The negotiation and drafting of arbitration clauses;
	The choice of arbitration rules and ad hoc procedures in a contract;
	Preparing the implementation of arbitration agreements;
	The setting up of Mediation clauses or conventional conciliations;
	The selection and implementation of pre-litigation procedures;
	Monitoring the appointment and independence of arbitrators;
	Implementation of a judicial proceeding prior or parallel to the arbitration proceedings for interim measures;
	Implementation of preliminary measures (experts, findings, etc.);
	Determining and implementing the overall strategy of the dispute;
	Choice of the applicable law.











Of course, our main priority remains the search for an amicable settlement of the disputes as it is a less expensive, a quicker and a more efficient procedure with less interference for the business.








                

            
            
            
            
              

              
                

              

            



              

              
                

              

            



              

              
                

              

            



              

              
                

              

            



              

              
                

              

            



Fares Group Law Firm
A business law firm advising and defending international contractors, manufacturers and suppliers for 15 years in emerging markets including Algeria, Libya and Italy.
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